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Prez Sez 

 
Bob LaFlamme, President 
 
Many of us lose things all the time, I 
know I do. We also occasionally find 
things. When I lived in Switzerland, 
there was a Lost & Found office run 
by the village. People brought found 
things there, and you could go there 
looking for a lost item. If they had it, 
you paid a token fee to retrieve it, 
and that fee went to the person who 
found it as a reward. It worked well. 
  
For as long as I’ve been associated 
with NCRCC (1996), we’ve had a sort  
 
 
 
 

of informal ‘Lost & Found’ of our own. 
Many times, ‘lost’ planes would 
mysteriously appear back at the field left 
under the pavilion. While they were 
sometimes badly damaged by the crash, 
at least the valuable components were 
salvageable. Most times the owner was 
extremely happy to have his lost property 
returned. 
 
I feel that maybe this ‘Tradition’ or 
'Gentleman's Agreement' is not well-
known by members anymore, either 
because they are new, or have forgotten. 
  
Which brings us to the present day. Our 
long-standing lost and found has 
seemingly gone by the wayside. A club 
member recently recovered his aircraft 
with all the valuable subsystems stripped 
out. This includes receiver, servos and 
engine/motor. In at least one case, the 
motor was valued at hundreds of dollars. 
This is a significant loss for the owners 
who are quite upset and not in the  
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tradition of NCRCC. 
 
For those that may have 
recently mistaken ‘found’ 
planes as ‘abandoned’ 
please make an effort to 
contact the owner and 
return his valuable hear. 
  

‘Any item,  Aircraft, 
Heli, Drone, 
Transmitter, or 
component thereof 
or other lost item 
placed under the 
pavilion remains 
the property of the 
original owner, 
regardless of 
condition. Items 
left there are not 
for the taking, 
unless clearly 
marked by the 
owner as such.’ 
  
According to AMA and FAA 
regulations they require 
the owner to have 
identification on the 
aircraft. In the case of the 
FAA, it must be on the 
outside, AMA allows it 
inside. 
  
For reference: AMA Safety 
rule 2 (f) states: 

“Model aircraft pilots will: 
(f) Ensure the aircraft is 
identified with the name 
and address or AMA 
number of the owner on 
the inside or affixed to the 
outside of the model 
aircraft.” 
  
Let’s make it easier for 
people who find items by 
putting our name and cell 
number on the outside 
and inside of our aircraft. 
For those who find stuff, 
or see it under the 
pavilion, call the owner 
and let them know. You'll 
both be happier for having 
done a good deed! 
______________________ 
 

NCRCC Club 
Officer Election 

Update 
 

In accordance with its by-
laws, NCRCC is conducting 
an election of its club 
officers.  The positions up 
for election include the 
seven members of the 
Executive Committee and 
the three members of the 
Board of Directors.   
 
We have a contested 
election for the Vice 
President and for the 
Board of Directors.  In 
other words, NCRCC 
members were asked to 

vote for one of the two 
nominees for Vice 
President and for three of 
the five nominees for the 
Board of Directors.  An 
electronic ballot was 
emailed to members on 
12/5/22.   
 
The vote for the club 
officer positions that are 
not being contested will 
be held using a hand-
count vote.   
 
An ad hoc committee 
(Tom Munsell, Dave Arzt, 
and Stan Kulesa) will tally 
and report the election 
results during the January 
meeting (1/12/23).  
______________________ 
 

 
 
 

REMINDER: 
 
An important part of each 
month’s meeting agenda is 
to review and approve 
meeting minutes from the 
immediately preceding 
general membership 
meeting.   
 
No club business was 
conducted during the 
Holiday Party in  
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December.  The meeting 
minutes from the general  
membership meeting in 
November appeared in the 
December 2022 edition of 
the NCRCC Flyer.  Please 
refer to that club 
newsletter for the meeting 
minutes that will be 
subject to a vote during 
the January meeting.  
______________________ 
 

Art Usher, Field Marshall 
& Safety Officer 
 
I have not been to the 
field in about two weeks. 
All was fine when I was 
there last. All equipment 
batteries have been 
charged once since they 
were removed. I will 
charge them two more 
times before they are re-
installed. Sorry I missed 
the Christmas party, I was 
with my son three days 
before and he came down 
with COVID so I decided 
not to take a chance. I 

have had no symptoms so 
all is good. See you all at 
the January meeting. Art 
______________________ 

 

IMPORTANT SAFETY TIP: 
 

“Fly with a Friend.” 
 

NEVER FLY ALONE 
______________________ 

 

FAA Update - 
FRIA 

by John Watkins 
 
There have been some 
very significant FAA 
related developments in 
the last month: 

 The FAA officially 
recognized the AMA as 
a Community Based 
Organization (CBO) on 
15 November.  The 
AMA was the first 
organization 
recognized as a CBO.  
As of 14 December, 
the Flite Test 
Community 
Association (FTCA) and 
the First Person View 
Freedom Coalition 
(FPV Freedom 
Coalition) have been 
recognized as well. 

 Stan Kulesa received 
an e-mail to NCRCC 
from the AMA 
regarding AMA club 
application for FAA-

Recognized 
Identification Area 
(FRIA).  The Executive 
Committee had 
previously met and 
determined the 
coordinates for our 
FRIA.  Stan and I 
discussed, and he 
submitted our FRIA 
application to the AMA 
on 23 November.  We 
had planned to request 
an altitude higher than 
400-ft AGL, but the 
application didn’t have 
a provision for that.  
Hopefully, we will be 
able to do that in 
follow-on 
communications.  In 
our application, I have 
been designated the 
NCRCC Primary Point 
of Contact (PPOC) with 
the AMA.  Later that 
day, I received an e-
mail from the AMA 
confirming our FRIA 
submission had been 
received. 

We submitted our 
application very quickly, so 
we should be at the front 
of the line for FRIA 
approval.  There haven’t 
been any follow-up calls or 
e-mails from the AMA 
since then.  So, we have 
completed all the actions 
we can at this time.  I’m 
trying to track the 
progress of other club’s  
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FRIA applications on 
various chat groups, but so 
far, other clubs have only 
submitted applications, as 
we have, and there have 
been no FRIA approvals. 
 
 

REMINDERS: 
 
NCRCC dues for 2023 
membership are due no 
later than 1/13/23.  Please 
note that any renewal 
dues payment received 
after January 13, 2023 will 
be subject to an initiation 
fee of $50.00 per the club 
by-laws in addition to the 
dues owed. 
 
Also, please check your 
AMA membership status 
to make certain it is 
current.  NCRCC has quite 
a few members whose 
AMA membership expires 
on 12/31/22 and 1/31/23.  
Flying privileges at the 
NCRCC field are contingent 
upon having an active 
AMA membership.   
________________________ 
 

 

HELP 
WANTED 
 
After years of tireless 
devotion to editing the 
NCRCC Flyer, Peter Tani is 
stepping aside.  NCRCC 
thanks Peter for his deep 
and long commitment to 
getting important club 
news and information into 
the hands of our 
membership each month 
through the newsletter. 
We all are most grateful 
for Peter’s volunteerism.    
 
NCRCC is now in need of a 
member (YOU!!!) to step 
forward and volunteer as 
the editor of the club 
newsletter.  Training and 
support to learn this role 
will be provided.  Those 
interested can also contact 
Peter to get the “inside 
scoop” on this role.   
 
The primary duties of the 
NCRCC Flyer newsletter 
editor include:  
 Soliciting contributions 

for publication 
(typically the club 
officers, but open to all 
members) 

 Editing the 
contributions, as 
appropriate  

 Formatting the 
newsletter to tastefully 
arrange the articles, 
photos, and assorted 
special notices   

 Creating a blast email 
notice with the 
monthly issue attached 
for distribution to the 
membership 

 Arranging for printing 
and mailing several 
hard-copy versions  

 
YOUR COMPENSATION:  
The un-ending admiration, 
support, and appreciation 
of the NCRCC 
membership.  In other 
words, your “pay” is the 
goodwill you’ll generate. 
 
If you are interested or 
would like to learn more, 
please call or text Stan 
Kulesa (NCRCC Secretary) 
at (914) 882-7997 or email 
him at 
Stanley_kulesa@yahoo.co
m.  Please, please consider 
volunteering to perform 
this important role which 
benefits the entire NCRCC 
membership.   
 
Unfortunately, this issue 
of the NCRCC Flyer will be 
the last until a member is 
ready, willing, and able to 
step into this critical role.   
______________________ 
 
VOLUNTEER FOR NCRCC! 
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John Blossick, Liaison 
Officer 
 
Greetings Everyone!   
 
Now that we've had a 
December snowfall, I'm 
sure many of you are 
deciding upon, or working 
on new projects to occupy 
the time during the cold 
winter months. Or perhaps 
it's time to finish up 
project XYZ that's been 
taking up room in the 
workshop and finally get it 
in the air this spring.  
 
Looking back on 2022, it 
was certainly a good year 
for NCRCC. With life 
getting back to normal, 
I anticipate things will 
continue that way, which 
has been beneficial for the 
club and the hobby in 
general. Our events have 
been well attended and 
we're looking forward to 
hosting many of the same 
events in 2023. 
 

Unfortunately we've lost 
members of NCRCC due to 
illness. I would like to offer 
my deepest condolences 
to their family and close 
friends. They will be 
missed. 
 
Special thanks to all who 
helped with the events 
this year. The club couldn't 
have put them on and 
made them a great 
success without your help. 
It's greatly appreciated by 
all. 
 
I would like to wish 
everyone a Merry 
Christmas, Happy 
Holidays, and a Prosperous 
Healthy, Happy and 
Crashless New Year! 
 
Until next time, 
John 
______________________ 
 

 
Len Marchese, Treasurer 
 
I would like to start my 
contribution to the 
January newsletter with…. 
Welcome to 2023!  The 

year of 2022 was a success 
and hopefully 2023 will be 
much brighter and 
healthier for all members.  
Unfortunately, we lost 3 
long time NCRCC members 
Stanley Barnes, Lewis 
Dighello (Lewie D) and 
Charles (Charlie) Meserve.  
Three were well known 
and longtime members. 
May they rest in peace 
and are flying without a 
400-foot ceiling.  
I want to extend my 
appreciation and gratitude 
to the following: 
-Mowing crew.  An 
outstanding job keeping 
the field at it best 

- Dawn Patrol. Great day 
and plenty of fliers and 
spectators.   

- Q-500 one day race.  
Outstanding performance 
from the flyers 

- Warbirds over Ellington.  
Another outstanding job 
with plenty of planes and 
flyers 

- Tail Gate Gathering.  
After a 2-year absence a 
great turnout. 
 

Thank you to all CDs and 
their volunteer crew 
members.  Looking 
forward to next year.  
 
Financially, I hope 2023 
will be much kinder with 
pricing so we may provide 
the best service to one of 
the outstanding clubs in  
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the Northeast and maybe 
in the country.  The club 
was able to provide 
necessary service to the 
field and members 
without any issues. The 
field was kept in 
immaculate condition and 
was always open. 
   
Financially, we finished 
2022 operations spending 
at 88.96% which in this 
2022 environment of 
inflation and high fuel, 
food, and field necessities 
costs. Is fairly good.  As for 
2023 we still need to 
watch our expenses and 
determine what our 
budget will be for 2023. 
Noting budget for 2023, 
our current membership 
renewals are at 109 paid 
members, which 
represents approximately 
57% of the membership.  If 
the returns are lower than 
we anticipate, we as a club 
will need to adjust our 
budget, which means 
some amenities could be 
either eliminated or 
available at a later date 
during the 2023 season. 
 
Membership Renewals:  If 
you have not renewed for 
2023 you have until 
January 13, 2023.  The 
return envelope must be 
postmarked by January 13, 

2023.  If postmarked after 
that date you will be 
subject to “an initiation 
fee of $50.00”.  This, per 
the club by-laws. 
 
Well, that is it for the 
January newsletter.  
Hopefully, we can 
continue with the 
newsletter for 2023.  We 
are in need someone that 
would volunteer their time 
to generate this great and 
informative NCRCC 
newsletter. So, if you have 
the skills and time, please 
contact someone on the 
board. 
 
Thank you and see you via 
Zoom at the January 
meeting. 
Len  
______________________ 
 

Peter Tani, Activities 
Director 
 

Hello all.  While I currently 
write, it is between 
Thanksgiving and 

Christmas.  And this 
contribution will appear in 
our 2023 January edition 
of our NCRCC newsletter.  
Hard to believe we will 
shortly be into 2023.   

Our 2022 holiday 
celebration and social 
gathering was a success.  
Lots of fun, good times 
and lots to eat for all.  
There were a bunch for 
door prizes, in fact all that 
wanted one got one if you 
can believe it.  The pizza 
was from Danny’s and was 
excellent, I thought.  Bob 
Owens brought a well 
enjoyed signature dish.  
Several others brought a 
desert.  Thank you all.   

Earlier in the week I 
learned of the 
unavailability of several 
key players for planning 
and actually accomplishing 
all things including some 
mission-critical tasks.  I 
would like to especially 
thank NCRCC President 
Bob LaFlamme for his 
extraordinary help in 
several departments 
including pick-up, delivery 
and return of our serving 
tables, and also for picking 
up our pizza.  And  
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providing means to show 
Irv Thurrott’s video 
presentations.  Thank you 
Bob.   

Many thanks to Stan for 
many things including 
conducting our door-prize 
raffle, being assistant 
event organizer/ masters 
of ceremony, for providing 
holiday related music and 
being our event 
photographer.   

Thank you to both Len and 
Len’s grandson Owen for 
their help in setting up at 
Somers Public Library in 
advance of festivities, and 
for presenting their 
director with a 2022 
donation and a fantastic 
and custom made thank 
you card from NCRCC as 
produced by Irv.   

Thank you John 
Messenger and Corky 
LaDuke for helping with 
clean up.   

A portion of the door 
prizes consisted of all 2022 
unsold and NCRCC event 
apparel.  This included 
hats and tee-shirts from 
both our Dawn Patrol and 

Warbirds events.  
Additional door prizes 
were donated by Stan 
Kulesa, Buddy Beaudoin, 
John Blossick, Wayne 
Galbraith, Bob Spooner, 
and I hope I am not 
forgetting anyone else.  
Was a busy time and hope 
my memory serves me 
well here.  Hope also, I 
haven’t forgotten to thank 
anyone else for their help 
and assistance.   

Was good to see 
everyone, especially 
members of the Conlin 
family.  Recall they were 
instrumental to the 
success of our pavilion 
rebuild project.  And Ken 
Drapeau, haven’t seen you 
in a while remember flying 
in the mud early one 
spring and thank you for 
donating back to me your 
Warbirds tee-shirt door 
prize.  This really made my 
day.   

Our December event 
included a 2022 event 
summary and thank you to 
those that assisted 
throughout the year.  We 
had 13 events in 2022.  
Many, many thanks to 
those that gave their time 

and effort to making them 
happen. They include: 

Building Contest – Ed Post 
(CD) with help from Lloyd 
Burnham, John Palica, Irv 
Thurrott 

Practice Race – Lloyd 
Burnham, Ralph Rinaldi, 
Peter Tani 

Dawn Patrol – Joel Lang 
(CD) and others 

Pylon Race – Joel Lang 
(CD) with help from Lloyd 
Burnham, Ralph Rinaldi, 
and many others 

Lewie D Day – Buddy 
Beaudoin with help from 
others 

Seaplane flying – Dave 
Arzt 

Warbirds – John Blossick 
(CD) with help from John 
Messenger, Karen, 
Peter Tani and others 

Tailgate Swap Meet – 
Mike Maznicki and Len 
Marchese (co-CDs) with 
help from Art Usher, Bob 
LaFlamme, John Palica and 
others 

Indoor flying – Bob 
Spooner and Irv Thurrott 
with help from others 
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NCRCC Holiday Party 
 

NCRCC hosted its annual Holiday Party on 12/8/22 at the Somers Public Library.  Nearly 40 
members and guests feasted on pizza, Bob Owens’ pork & peppers, assorted deserts, ice cold 
beverages, and more.  Irv Thurrott prepared an excellent photo/video collage commemorating 
assorted events over 2022 which was projected onto a large screen over the stage.  Over 30 door 
prizes were raffled.  Holiday music played in the background.  Peter Tani (Activities Director) 
delivered a presentation.  Most importantly, we got a chance to enjoy each other’s company for 
the evening.  Lots of fun, conversation, and laughter!  Plan on attending next year’s event.   
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Sadly, NCRCC lost three long-term members in 2022.  Lewie Dighello pictured on the left, 
Charlie Meserve pictured in the middle, and Stanley Barnes pictured on the right.  (Special 
thanks to Irv Thurrott for creating the missing man formation photo collage.)   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1/12/2023 General Membership Meeting Agenda 
 Call to order 

 November meeting minutes 
 President’s Report 

 Vice President’s Report 
 Secretary’s Report 
 Treasurer’s Report 

 Activities Director’s Report 
 Liaison Officer’s Report 

 Field Marshall/Safety Officer’s Report 
 New Members 
 Old Business 
 New Business 

 Announcements 
 Show & Tell 
 Adjournment 

 

Last Flights… 



 

 

NCRCC Flyer 

 
It’s up to you… 
 
Please consider volunteering to be editor of the NCRCC 
Flyer.  You can make a difference and serve the greater 
good of the NCRCC membership in a key role.  See 
inside for more details. 
 
 

 

` 
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This edition of the newsletter 
was edited by 

Stan Kulesa, NCRCC 
Secretary 

 
 

E-MAIL:  
stanley_kulesa@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Copying and distribution  
of the hard-copy newsletter  

is done by 
 

Joel Lang 
 

 
Thank you, Joel! 

 
We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 
 

www.ncrcc.org 

NCRCC 
P.O. Box 443 
Ellington, Ct. 06029 


