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NEXT (April)

MEETING:
• NCRCC‟s April club
meeting is live and in
person at the Somers
Public Library
• Coffee / Donuts
• Face Masks are
optional
• Show and Tell
• Continued good
judgment and health
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NCRCC General Membership Meeting Minutes –
March 10, 2022
The meeting was called to
order at 7:14 PM by President
Bob LaFlamme. The meeting
was held at the Somers Public
Library. Two members joined
via Zoom technology.

Bob briefly spoke about the
goals he would like for
NCRCC to reach in 2022.
Vice President’s Report:

Bob asked for any corrections
to the February meeting
minutes as they appeared in
the newsletter. There were no
corrections offered and a
motion was made, seconded,
and a vote approved the
February meeting minutes.

President’s Report:
Bob LaFlamme welcomed the
membership.

Stan Kulesa
NCRCC Secretary
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NCRCC General Membership Meeting Minutes –
March 10, 2022
. . . continued
Mike Maznicki reported that he
has received several
membership applications. He
noted that some are for
prospective members with little
or no flying experience.
Hence, Mike is asking for
capable flyers to step forward
and serve as instructors.

February, four additional
members had not renewed
their AMA membership but,
upon notification from Stan,
two quickly rectified the
lapse. Stan is waiting for
the other two and will
provide an update to the
membership.

Secretary’s Report:
Stan Kulesa reported that
NCRCC currently has a total of
189 members. There were 25
members and 4 guests
attending tonight‟s meeting.
Guests included Dan
Villeneuve, Tim Villeneuve,
Rob Hebert, and Jim
Fitzgerald.

Stan gave a report on the
club website. In February,
there were 666 views (and
183 visitors).

Stan noted that NCRCC
members who engage in flying
must have an active AMA
membership along with their
NCRCC membership. He
noted that during the February
meeting he announced that
Don S- had not renewed his
AMA membership and that he
had been notified that he does
not have flying privileges at the
club field in Ellington until his
AMA membership is current.
Stan advised the membership
that Don has since renewed
his AMA membership and his
flying privileges have been
restored. As of the end of

Stan advised that NCRCC‟s
AMA charter has been
renewed for 2022.
Stan announced that,
barring any unforeseen
circumstances, our April
meeting will be held inperson at the Somers Public
Library. The meeting
location will be
communicated in the
newsletter and on the club
website. Members should
monitor these sources for
updates.
Treasurer’s Report:
Len Marchese reviewed club
expenses, income, and
balances for the month of
February with the members.
He noted that to date we
had used 9.44% of the 2022
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operating budget. Len
cautioned the
membership that, in
deference to significant
recent global and national
issues, pricing for items
such as gas and other
products have markedly
spiked and our club
budget will be adversely
affected.
Dave A- asked about the
nature of the expenses
associated with the
Connecticut business
filings. Bob LaFlamme
explained that both,
NCRCC and the Green
Road Aero Society, are
incorporated and must
pay annual fees to
Connecticut to maintain
that status in good
standing.

Activities Director
Report:
Peter Tani noted a feature
on the website through
which members can view
the newsletter issue
without having to
download it. He thanked
those who submit
newsletter contributions
early.
Ed P- gave a presentation
on his plans to CD the
club‟s building contest
tentatively scheduled for
5/12/22 in coordination

Your friends at NCRCC wish George H- a full and speedy recovery.

Continued on page 3 of 12
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More: NCRCC General Membership Meeting Minutes – March 10, 2022
. . . continued
with the club meeting. Ed
spoke about the several
categories he‟s envisioning
along with gradations for
beginners, advanced, and
experts. He distributed and
spoke about the draft scoring
sheets and reported that he‟s
designated three judges. Ed
has made arrangements with
Irv T- to prepare certificates
which would be awarded at
the meeting following the
event. The model does not
have to fly to be part of the
building contest.
Peter reviewed the dates for
upcoming club-sponsored
events. See the „NCRCC
Events‟ tab on the club
website for more details.
Peter noted that we may have
three nationally-recognized
pylon racers attend our race in
August.
Liaison Officer Report:
No report.
Field Marshall/Safety Officer
Report:
Art Usher spoke about
practicing safety at our flying
field. He asked all members
and guests to follow all club
and AMA rules with a focus on
all flying from the pilot
stations, loudly calling
landings/take-offs/low flybys/flight direction, following
the established traffic pattern,

Continued on page 4 of 12

and doing all flying in front of
the pilot stations. Dennis Tsuggested that loudly calling
dead-stick landings be
added and Art agreed.
Art reported that the
condition of Green Rd. is
fairly good despite the
spring thaw. He noted that it
is muddy and that caution is
needed to traverse it.
Art announced that a work
party will take place in April
or May and that members
should plan to be there to
help. The date will be
broadcast shortly. He
reviewed the long list of
maintenance and repair
tasks that are needed. Art
also reviewed the list of
tools/items he‟s asking
members to bring along for
the work party. Lunch will
be provided for those
working.
New Members:
No report.
Old Business:
John W- gave an update
regarding the interface
between the FAA and our
hobby based on a meeting
recently hosted by AMA
District 1 and attended by
Tyler Dobbs (AMA
Government Affairs). There
is a generally upbeat mood

that there will be a much
less onerous outcome
than originally feared.
The FAA is likely to issue
a circular soon which
would enable the AMA to
be designated a
community-based
organization (CBO).
Once that‟s done,
NCRCC will be able to
pursue its FRIA status
and, with that, seek
exemptions such as
higher altitude limits, etc.
John also spoke about an
app that the AMA created
to identify flying sites.
John referred the
members to an article he
will write for the next
issue of the club
newsletter.
New Business:
No new business items
were raised.
Announcements:
Irv T- spoke about indoor
flying taking place at two
local facilities. He noted
the day of the week and
the corresponding times
during which these
opportunities are made
available. Irv confirmed
with the members present
that they are receiving his
email communications.
John P- noted that Hog

Continued from page 3 of 12
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Would you believe ? – March 10, 2022
Heaven Hobbies was having their
annual sale and that they were
also having a sale on fuel.
Stan Kulesa announced that
someone contacted NCRCC via
the club website‟s „Contact Us‟
feature and donated two 40-sized
trainers with engines and radios.
John Blossick volunteered to take
possession of the models and
refurbish them so that he could
later use them as raffle prizes to
benefit the club.

Show & Tell:
John P- gave a presentation
on his beautiful high wing
seaplane powered by a Saito
91 4-stroke mounted on a
pod. John W- spoke about
his self-designed pusher
glider with a reverse V-tail
and variable-pitch prop.
Dave A- showed the
membership information and
several framed portions of his
stand-off scale Canadair
seaplane powered by two
O.S. Max 46 engines. Peter

From the Treasurer
and flying begin! For some
it has been a difficult winter
and some members
ventured out to the field
when there is snow on the
field. So, the field has
been in use and that is
good to hear.

Len Marchese
NCRCC Treasurer

April has arrived, spring is
in the air, and the April
meeting is the last at the
Somers Library until
November. Let the
outdoor meetings, events

April is the official month
when spending occurs and
continues until December.
Financially, we are in
excellent shape, but we still
need to watch our
numbers.
Hopefully, 2022 will bring
successful events, flyers,
and spectators. It has

Tani provided an overview
of his two-meter sailplane
(Great Planes Tori). Ed Pshowed and explained a
process he uses to epoxycoat cowls using foam
molds.
The meeting was
adjourned at 9:01 PM.
These minutes are
respectfully submitted by
Stan Kulesa, Secretary.

been too long of a wait and
the club is looking forward
to NCRCC successful
sanctioned events. Keep in
mind that safety and
staying healthy is the key to
a successful 2022 flying
season.
We have plans for a major
field clean-up and repair
work on the paved runway.
I am sure that our Field
Supervisor Art Usher will
have more to say on these
issues.
That‟s it for now.
See you at the April
meeting,
Len Marchese NCRCC
Treasurer
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When a Plan
comes together

2022 Area float Flys
2022 Yankee Flyers of Connecticut
(At West Thompson Lake)

It is a rare and very special
thing when a plan comes
together.

Ed P- with demonstration
cowl plugs come March‟s
“show and tell”.

At our March 10, 2022
general membership meeting,
senior ncrcc statesman Ed Pgave a presentation on how
to produce a custom
fiberglass cowl/ hatch with a
foam plug, epoxy, fiberglass
and his described
construction techniques and
details.
At the very same meeting
long standing ncrcc member
David A- had in progress a
Canadair firefighting flying
boat. That he was wondering
how best to finish the twin
cowls.
Dave is converting the
intended design from the
“piston” to the “turbo-prop”
version. David used Ed‟s P-„s
design techniques and to
great effect.





Sunday, June 5, 2022
Sunday, August 7, 2022
Sunday, September 25, 2022

Place: West Thompson Lake next to the
boat launch maintained by the US Army
Corp of Engineers. 401 Reardon Rd.
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255
Near: 400 Campground Dr, North
Grosvenor Dale, CT 06255
Approximate time: 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Approximate landing fee: $10

The real thing. Canadair CL 415

Open to all RC model flyers with a current
AMA card. Each flyer is requested to use a
spotter.
This is a fun fly meet so if you fly or just watch
come on down and enjoy the day!

2022 David Arzt Float Flys






Tuesday, June 28, 2022
Monday, July 18, 2022
Wednesday, August 31,2022
Monday September 12, 2022

All times 10am -3pm

Dave‟s Fiberglass nacelles in
progress. Lt to Rt: Wood Nacelle,
Fiberglass Cover, Foam Plug

Hot dog lunch provided.

NCRCC – 4/14/2022 General Membership Meeting
Agenda








Call to order
March meeting minutes
President‟s Report
Vice President‟s Report
Secretary‟s Report
Treasurer‟s Report
Activities Director‟s Report






Liaison Officer‟s Report
Field Marshall/ Safety
Officer‟s Report
New Members
Old Business






New Business
Announcements
Show & Tell
Adjournment
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FAA and DHS/TSA Happenings,
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NCRCC April Newsletter

John Watkins

Quite a bit has happened since the last newsletter, so I will make up for the very short reports the last few months.
Although there is a lot of information, none of it requires action on our part at this time.
AMA District 1 Meeting to discuss FAA topics:
AMA District 1 held a Zoom meeting February 23, 2022. AMA’s Government Affairs Director Tyler Dobbs attended and
provided enlightening and useful information on topics relevant to NCRCC and AMA members. Following are my
takeaways from the discussion:










Tyler Dobbs was upbeat and positive about AMA relations with the FAA, saying the FAA is supportive of modeling
activities. Tyler says the verbal understanding between the AMA and FAA is that we should continue to fly as we
always have, until rules and regulations covering CBO, FRIA, and RID come into effect.
AMA Community Based Organization (CBO) and AC 91-57C:
o The final FAA Advisory Circular, AC 91-57C, Exception for Limited Recreational Operations of Unmanned Aircraft
was supposed to be published by the end of February 2022 but has been delayed several months. The FAA says it
should be published in April. The AC 91-57C must be in effect before the AMA can apply to be a CBO.
o The AMA will apply to become a CBO as soon as the FAA sets up the system to do so. AMA would like to require
AMA membership for individuals to operate under the AMA CBO.
o AMA submitted comments to the FAA regarding AC 91-57. One significant comment was to reduce the
requirement for 90-day notice of flying events to 30 days.
FAA-Recognized Identification Area (FRIA):
o Tyler is hopeful that AMA will become a CBO in time for AMA clubs to apply to be a FRIA in September 2022.
o It is possible that the AMA will submit FRIA applications for all AMA clubs. In anticipation of that, we should be
sure all our information with the AMA is correct, as well as decide the desired boundaries of our FRIA along with the
desired altitude limit.
Requests for higher flight altitudes:
o Many clubs operating in the controlled airspace near airports that extends from the surface upwards - where
model flying requires LAANC approval - have requested and been approved to fly at altitudes higher than the
altitudes that can be automatically approved by Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability (LAANC).
Some approvals have been for altitudes as high as 2,000-ft AGL. This is accomplished through an FAA Safety Risk
Management Panel. If the request is approved, the club receives a Letter of Agreement between the club and the
owner of the airspace (usually an airport). AMA facilitates these requests and participates in the Safety Risk
Management Panels. Most requests are approved.
o The path for request and approval to fly over 400-ft AGL for clubs operating in uncontrolled, Class G airspace, (as is
the case for NCRCC) is not so clear. One factor is there are so many clubs operating in Class G airspace that it
would take a very long time to work through all the possible requests if they were handled in the same manner as
requests for higher altitudes in controlled airspace. AMA is trying to get across the board approval to operate up
to the floor of controlled Class E airspace (700-ft AGL for NCRCC). Any approval process for requests in
uncontrolled airspace should be rendered moot once the FRIA process is implemented. Hopefully, the floor of
Class E airspace will be the default altitude for FRIA requests.
Since that meeting, the AMA has provided additional information about higher flight altitude requests and controlled
and uncontrolled airspace on the AMA government blog:

Continued on page 7 of 12
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https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/




Remote ID:
o Tyler reviewed the types of RID, (Standard and Broadcast Module), and implementation dates. There are no
changes from information provided in previous newsletters. All R/C UAS weighing over 250 grams must be RID
equipped by September 2023.
o Tyler Dobbs and some others in District 1 have seen prototype RID modules, but they did not provide any
details about the devices or manufacturers. Tyler said one module appeared to be the size of a business card,
perhaps larger than many modelers would find acceptable. The developer said the size could be reduced
considerably. Prices are estimated to be in the range of $50.
UASidekick: AMA has partnered with UASidekick to provide AMA members another option for LAANC requests.
Currently, there are two other options to make LAANC requests via mobile devices – Airmap and Kittyhawk.
UASidekick is free to AMA members. The first link below takes you to the AMA website that explains a little bit
about UASidekick, with a link to a YouTube video that shows how to submit a LAANC request. The second link
takes you to the PC app. There are also mobile apps for your phone or tablet. All the options are generally similar,
but UASidekick shows all AMA clubs, which is a useful feature.
Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability (LAANC) | Academy of Model Aeronautics
(modelaircraft.org)
UASidekick - File and Fly

Department of Homeland Security/Transportation Security Administration e-mail:
NCRCC and other model airplane clubs in Connecticut received an e-mail from the Windsor Locks Office of Law
Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security, Transportation Security Administration. In short, the e-mail said
model airplane clubs were being contacted to make us aware of future DHS/TSA events to promote safety. The reason
given for these events is the exponential growth in UAVs in Connecticut airspace and UAVs flying where they are not
supposed to be. We were asked to provide a club point of contact.
Hopefully, this is a well-intentioned effort by the DHS/TSA to improve safety and security. While there may be
additional security measures DHS/TSA wants us to be aware of - for example, Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR)
during presidential visits - it would seem this effort is in large part a duplication of measures already implemented by
the FAA; and probably misses the target audience because airspace incursions and other misbehaviors are unlikely to
have originated from model airplane club fields.
This e-mail was forwarded to AMA District 1 and then to AMA headquarters. AMA headquarters has already
contacted the originator of the DHS/TSA e-mail to make him aware of the AMA, our excellent safety record, and other
relevant information.
We will await further notice of any DHS/TSA events and likely will have a club representative attend. AMA District 1
and headquarters have offered to provide support or guidance and participate if possible. Another thought is NCRCC
is one of the clubs closest to Bradley International Airport, so it’s possible that DHS/TSA could stop by for a visit, even
though that wasn’t mentioned in the e-mail.
Low Flying Helicopter:
In mid-March, a helicopter flew by our field low and fast, directly over the powerlines. It could be heard aways out,
but you couldn’t see it until it was over our property. Let this be a reminder to be vigilant for low-flying manned
aircraft, and immediately descend to a lower altitude, landing if possible, if you hear a small aircraft that you can’t see.
The club will contact Eversource to determine if this was a powerline inspection, and if so, if there is a way to provide
the club notice of specific flight times.
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Liaison Officers Report - April 2022 :
be used as decent trainer
airplanes, practice new
aerobatics, or test beds for
whatever new equipment
one wishes to try out
before using it in
something new.
In the meantime, I need to
cycle my RX batteries!

John Blossick

2022 NCRCC Club
Merchandise

Until Next,

NCRCC Liaison Officer

Thank you John.

John

Greetings Everyone!

Spring is finally here! Now if
the weather steadily warms
up, I'll believe it!
Earlier this month Stan
received a couple of
donated trainer airplanes
which I agreed to repair as
required for a club raffle.

One of them is a Midwest
Aerostar .40 and the other is a
Thunder Tiger Trainer .40 ARF.
Both of them are what I consider
“barn fresh”, meaning they are
more barn than fresh and the
mice took what they needed.
Both will require a fair amount of
work to get them airborne again.
But fear not, I'll soon have them
airworthy; the engines bench
tested and ready to go. They can

There is a link to our
NCRCC store on our splash
page:

Tee Shirts !
You

https://ncrcc.org/
See “NCRCC Swag”

pick
Coasters/
and Lol

And how could you not?
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Field Supervisors Report –
April 2022
by a member who reported
two cracks in the asphalt
runway.

Art Usher
NCRCC Field
Supervisor

I was called to the field on

I am in the process of getting
quotes to fill the cracks with
hot tar and possibly to seal
our runway.
Please take note that the
road to the field has been
reconfigured about 50 yards
after you crest the hill. The
road is in good shape as I

write this. The field looks to
be in good shape but it will
need seeding this year.
I will be installing the battery
in our tractor on Thursday
3/24 so that the field can be
rolled.
That‟s all for now.
See you at the April meeting.

Art

Saturday, March 19, 2022

Activities Director’s Report – April 2022
Hello all
Hope all are well.

As we grow closer to the heart
our 2022 flying season I am
pleased to announce, with no
surprise, that ncrcc currently
possesses our AMA race
sanction for our traditional
August race. Thank you Joel
Lang for your continued effort in
your capacity as one of our
many ncrcc volunteers. This
time specifically as August 2022
pylon-race contest director. It
takes “a village” to properly host
any event and no different for a
race event.
If you are a current member or
Continued on page 10 of 12

soon to be one and have never
once seen a pylon race in
person please do not miss this
August opportunity. If you are
also reasonably new to our
hobby I would strongly suggest
that you consider volunteering
on race day if you have checked
the “Can you help with NCRCC
events? (Y/N)” check box in the
affirmative. There is a
traditional nepro sponsored
after-race cook-out on Saturday.
Please attend if you are able.
Please too: if any interest in
racing consider attending our
Sunday, noon-time, and June
12, 2022 formal practice. Thank
you in advance to our many

Peter Tani
NCRCC
Activities Director
ncrcc national championship
overall winners, past racers and
their families that continue to
help sustain local racing.
One cannot learn to fly rc planes
by racing, however, once you
learn to fly ncrcc is a very good
place to learn how to race. I
recently learned that we are not
alone in ncrcc‟s attempt to
support and teach pylon racing.
This year and on the first of May

Continued from page 10 of 12
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at our national AMA flying site in
Muncie, Indiana “Pylon Racing
School” will be held. Here is their
link:
http://www.nmpra.net/events/Flyer
s/2022PRS.pdf
Those looking to truly hone their
racing skills in advance of our first
weekend of August race are
encouraged to attend this Muncie,
Indiana and four-day event.
Those looking for a “closer to
home” and only a “half-day”
event, an easy one, simply attend
ncrcc‟s June 12, 2022 formal
practice. Start time is 12 noon.
Should be fun.
A link to our ncrcc website‟s
events page appears elsewhere
in this activities directors report
This particular June “formal
practice” event appears as our
forth billing on our events page.
Please have a look and attend if
you have interest.
Past ncrcc racer and current
ncrcc senior statesman Ed Post
will head up our very first planned
2022 event, our (club only)
building contest, scheduled for
our May 12, 2022 and also very
first 2022 outdoor club meeting.
Of course, if it snows we will
wisely adjust our event schedule
Continued on page 11 of 12
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during our March general
membership meeting.

accordingly.
Ed envisions our 2022
building contest as a path to
greater fun for our group. If
your current aircraft has never
“placed” at an ncrcc contest
then it is eligible. If your entry
is not quite finished by the
month of May then “hope for
snow” or in the month of May
have it “look” like it is capable
for flight. Ed dissuaded
entering a truly beautiful,
though, entirely solid-body
“mahogany” desktop display in
our ARF competition class,
when Ed was pressed on this
particular issue as questioned

Ed has posted our currently
proposed contest metric and
some of his event ideas at our
radio impound at our field.
Please have a look. Ed
welcomes any membership
ideas and recommendations.
The exact October date of our
October tailgate swap meet
might be altered to
accommodate immediate
scheduling close in.
All remaining 2022 events are
in reasonable order. Details

Continued from page 10 of 12

can be found at our ncrcc website
under “ncrcc events”. Here is a
direct link: Please have a look and
mark your calendars accordingly.
https://ncrcc.org/ncrcc-eventcalender/
Indoor flight continues and with better
weather will conclude shortly. And
alas. Always a lot of fun and every
year. Thank you Bob S- and Art Ufor your organization and
coordination. Thanks you Irv T- for
managing our indoor participant
database.

---Peter

Here is a link:

https://www.modelaircraft.org/events/dawn-patrol-over-ellington-sector

Here is a link:

https://www.modelaircraft.org/events/war-birds-over-ellington
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NCRCC NEWS
This Newsletter was edited by
Peter Tani
P.O. Box 1544
Vernon, CT 06066

E-MAIL:
peter@peterdavidtani.com

Copying and Distribution
of the Newsletter is done by
Joel Lang

Thank You Joel !

We‟re on the Web!
See us at:

www.ncrcc.org

https://www.modelaircraft.org/events/ncrcc-annual-two-day-pylon-race-0

