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MEETING: 

• NCRCC‘s  February 

club meeting is  

virtual and via ―zoom‖ 

details page  7.  

 

•  A Remote ZOOM 
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• No Face Masks 

required 
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Bob Laflamme 

NCRCC President  

Prez 

Sez  

real snowfall of the season, 
not too bad, less than 12‖.   
 
One of the goals for 2022 that 
I mentioned last month is to 
‗Have Fun‘.  I hope we all have 
had some degree of fun so far 
this year and continue to do 
so.   
 
On a sad note, it was reported 
that Jim McKnight recently 
passed away. John McKnight 
owned the farm along Green 
Road and was a friend and 
ardent supporter of NCRCC all 
the year‘s we‘ve been in 
Ellington.  Jim was John‘s 
brother and was the ‗MAC‘ in 
LOMAC, (Lowenstein-
McKnight).  Jim could be seen 
frequently at the shop across 
from the Windsor Grille.   
 
All of the LOMAC ‗family‘, Jim 
and John McKnight as well as 

  

 

Happy 

February!   
 
As I write 
this, we‘re 
digging out 
from our first 

John‘s son-law Scott Bliss have 
been great supporters of 
NCRCC through the years. 
 
As NCRCC looks forward to 
2022, we plan on holding as 
many of the usual events as 
possible.  Peter has the 
complete schedule, but these 
include the usual Racing, Dawn 
Patrol, Warbirds, SwapMeet, 
and others . . .  Of course, we 
all look forward to the field 
meetings to get together and 
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  Prez Sez     Some  More:    

Continued on page 3 of 12 

  

Stan Kulesa 

NCRCC Secretary  

 

NCRCC General Membership Meeting Minutes – 

January 13, 2022    
 

 

 
Here is a link: 
 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/journalinquirer/name/l-
mcknight-obituary?id=32489477 

 

The meeting was called 

to order at 7:08 PM by 
President Bob 
LaFlamme.  The 
meeting was held via 
Zoom.   
 
Bob asked for any 
corrections to the 
November meeting 
minutes as they 

have some burgers and 
brotherhood.   
 
We‘re all suffering from COVID 
exhaustion and many of us are on 
edge.  We can only look forward to 
as much normalcy as possible, and 
we should all try to find some fun in 
any way possible, no matter how 
small it may be. . .  
 
bob 
 

  

appeared in the newsletter.  
There were no corrections 
offered and a motion was made, 
seconded, and a vote approved 
the November meeting minutes.  
No meeting minutes were 
recorded in December since it 
was a social event and no club 
business was conducted.   
 
President’s Report: 
Bob LaFlamme welcomed the 
membership, wished everyone a 
Happy New Year, and lamented 
over the effect of the recent 
spike in COVID in our area 
which caused us to replace the 
planned in-person meeting for 
January with a Zoom meeting.   
 
Bob noted that the first order of 
business was to conduct the 

vote for the election of the 
Executive Committee in 
accordance with the club‘s by-laws.  
Bob reported the following slate for 
2022:   

 Bob LaFlamme for President 

 Mike Maznicki for Vice 

President 

 Stan Kulesa for Secretary 

 Len Marchese for Treasurer 

 Peter Tani for Activities 

Director 

 John Blossick for Liaison 

Officer 

 Art Usher for Field 

Marshall/Safety Officer 

Since the slate was not contested, 
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Continued from page 2 of 12 

Continued on page 4 of 12 

Bob called on the Secretary to cast 
a vote on behalf of the 
membership.  Stan Kulesa voted in 
favor of the slate with a show of his 
hand.   
 
Bob provided the members present 
with a ―State of the Club‖ address 
in which he highlighted NCRCC‘s 
achievements throughout 2021 
with a number of shout-outs to the 
many members responsible for 
those achievements.  He closed by 
laying out several goals he would 
like us to reach in 2022.   
 
Vice President’s Report: 
Mike Maznicki wished all a Happy 
New Year.  He thanked those 
members who renewed their 
membership for 2022 and wished 
everyone a great flying season.   
 
Secretary’s Report:  
Stan Kulesa reported that NCRCC 
currently has a total of 184 
members who have completed the 
membership renewal process thus 
far.  There were 25 members and 
no guests attending tonight‘s 
meeting.   
 
Stan noted that NCRCC members 
who engage in flying need to have 
an active AMA membership along 
with their NCRCC membership.  
He reported that several members 
have not yet renewed their AMA 
membership and that he will be 
notifying them that they do not 
have flying privileges at the club 
field in Ellington until their AMA 
membership is current.   
 
Stan gave a report on the club 

website.  In December there 
were 617 views (and 197 
visitors).   
 
Stan noted that he received a 
flyer from the Hampshire 
County R/C Club advising that 
they will be hosting their Scale 
Aerofest Over the Valley on 
6/12/22.   
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Len Marchese wished 
everyone a Happy New Year.  
He reviewed club expenses, 
income, and balances for the 
month of December with the 
members.  He noted that to 
date we had used 88.5% of 
the 2021 operating budget.   
 
Len reviewed the proposed 
2022 operating budget line-
by-line with the membership 
and fully addressed questions 
raised.  A motion was made, 
and seconded, and the 2022 
operating budget was 
unanimously approved by the 
membership.   
 
Len pointed out that our costs 
are rising and noted that the 
amount of dues being 
collected is less than the 
aggregated operating budget.  
With that, he informed the 
membership that we would 
need to either cut expenses or 
raise dues.  Len further 
remarked that there isn‘t any 
―fat‖ in the operating budget 
so he is projecting that we will 
likely need a dues increase for 
2023.   
 
Len reported that, based upon 

the month in which a 
new member was voted 
in, the club would 
typically prorate the 
amount of dues 
collected.  In deference 
to our growing 
expenses, he proposed 
that the club no longer 
prorate dues received 
from new members 
between January and 
September and that the 
full annual dues would 
be collected.  For new 
members joining 
October through 
December, they would 
pay their annualized full 
dues for the following 
year.  In addition to dues 
collected, new members 
would continue to pay 
the initiation fee.  No 
objections to this 
proposal were voiced.   
 
Len provided the 
membership with a final 
report concerning the 
2022 membership 
renewal drive.  He noted 
that the club took 
extraordinary and 
plentiful steps to 
communicate the 
renewal drive through 
U.S. Mail, email blasts, 
website postings, 
newsletter articles, and 
meeting 
announcements.  Len 
reported that roughly 
85% of the membership 
had renewed at this 
point.  In accordance 
with the by-laws, the 
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renewal drive ends by the 
second Friday in January.  
Renewal requests received 
after that point are also 
subject to payment of the 
full initiation fee.   
 
Len reported that he is 
wrapping up the audit of 
the flying field property 
owners (Green Road Aero 
Society - GRAS).  He 
noted that this audit was a 
hard task and that he has 
heard back from 
approximately half of the 
GRAS members.  Len 
reported that several 
decided to donate their 
shares to NCRCC causing 
the number of shares 
owned by the club to 
increase from 80 to 95.  
Several others expressed 
an interest in selling their 
shares but that he has not 
been officially notified of 
any sales finalizing.   
 
Activities Director 
Report: 
Peter Tani wished all a 
Happy New Year and 
shared his joy with serving 
on the Executive 
Committee.  He thanked Irv 
T- (the former Activities 
Director) for the support 
and coaching he‘s 
provided.   
 
Peter reported that the 
holiday party held at the 
Somers Public Library in 
December was a huge 
success.  Fun was had by 
all.   
 
Peter thanked Joel L- for 
his work in distributing the 

paper newsletter copies to those 
members without email.  He also 
thanked John W- for providing 
critical information to the members 
concerning the FAA regulatory 
issues including multiple 
presentations at meetings and 
writing newsletter articles.   
 
Peter gave a shout-out to former 
member Bob Wallace who was 
recently inducted into the NMPRA 
Hall of Fame.  Among multiple 
recognitions and awards for his 
contributions and achievements in 
the hobby, Bob had also been 
inducted into the AMA Hall of 
Fame years earlier.     
 
Liaison Officer Report: 
John Blossick wished all a Happy 
New Year.  John spoke about the 
electronic ―store‖ that he built for 
the benefit of the club.  It has over 
80 items of swag with the NCRCC 
logo that members may choose to 
purchase for themselves.  He 
suggested that members monitor 
the ―store‖ since they will likely 
offer a sale on merchandise soon.       
 
Field Marshall/Safety Officer 
Report: 
Art Usher thanked the volunteer 
mowing crew for their awesome 
work in maintaining the flying field.  
He went on to thank Glen S- for 
some significant maintenance 
/repair work he performed on the 
club‘s lawn tractor.  Art noted that 
NCRCC would have incurred a 
substantial charge if Glen didn‘t 
volunteer to do the work.   
 
Art reminded the membership that 
our equipment continues to age 

and, with that, the availability 
of replacement parts and 
overall cost can be significant 
potential issues.  He noted 
that the likelihood of needing a 
costly new mower deck is a 
possibility.   
 
Art reiterated the shared 
responsibility for practicing 
safety at our flying field.  He 
asked all members and guests 
to follow all club and AMA 
rules with a focus on all flying 
from the pilot stations, loudly 
calling landings/take-offs/low 
fly-bys, following the 
established traffic pattern, and 
doing all flying in front of the 
pilot stations.   
 
Art reminded all that with the 
cold weather months upon us 
that the condition of Green Rd. 
is highly suspect.  He 
recommended that those 
willing to brave the snow/ice 
use a four-wheeler.   
 
New Members: 
No report. 
 
Old Business:  
Bob LaFlamme noted that 
under normal circumstances 
George H- and/or Sherri H- 
would give an update report 
on the ad hoc committee 
charged with presenting 
design ideas to memorialize 
deceased members.  In their 
absence, Bob asked for a 
moratorium on placing any 
additional plaques at the flying 
field in Ellington until the 
committee‘s work is 
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Len Marchese 
 

NCRCC Treasurer  

From  The  Treasurer  

I would like to start my 

newsletter contribution with a 

―Happy New Year‖ to all 

NCRCC members.  Hope 

2022 will bring many flying 

hours to the members with a 

handful of sanctioned events 

at our beautiful field.   

It is now official!  The NCRCC 

membership is complete for 

2022 and there are 188 

members that have renewed 

which represents a return rate 

of 90.38%.  If you are a 2021 

member and have not 

renewed, you will have to 

reapply to the club and pay 

the full membership amount 

which includes the yearly 

membership and initiation fee.   

As I write this article, I was 

informed by my daughter that 

they already have one foot of 

snow, with more to come.  Well, 

I am in Florida and the 

temperature is around 50 

degrees and will continue until 

Monday.  Fifty degrees is better 

than the snow.   

Going into the 2022 flying 

season, NCRCC is in a good 

financial state.  We still do not 

know what to expect for equipment 

and field services.  We will take a 

good look at the financials as the 

season goes on and reevaluate as 

needed.   

That is it for now.  See you at the 

February club meeting by way of 

Zoom.   

Len Marchese, NCRCC 

Treasurer 

completed.  No objections 
were raised.   
 
John W- gave a quick 
update regarding several 
developments concerning 
the interface between the 
FAA and our hobby.  John 
referred the members to 
an article he recently wrote 

for the club newsletter.   
 
New Business: 
Dennis T- announced that the 
AMA is soliciting grant 
applications and asked the 
Executive Committee to pursue 
this.   
 
Announcements: 

Ola N- provided an excellent 
PowerPoint presentation in 
support of Leo‘s Team USA 
pylon competition 
participation.  The intent of 
the presentation is to solicit 
financial support.   
 
Show & Tell: 
No report. 
 
The meeting was adjourned 
at 8:55 PM.   
 
These minutes are 
respectfully submitted by 
Stan Kulesa, Secretary.   
 

Thank you Len, Bob and all others:  

 
 
 
All:  Please keep an eye out for your USPS delivery of 

your 2022 membership badge.   
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Stan Kulesa and I participated in an AMA District I Zoom meeting January 20th.  The primary 

topics were AMA advocacy, recent and upcoming developments in FAA regulations, AMA and 
District I guidance regarding these regulations, and other club topics.  Following are notes from 
the discussions: 

 The draft AMA 2021 Government Affairs Report was reviewed.  Noteworthy items included: 

o The AMA has had good success in obtaining altitude waivers for clubs operating in 

controlled airspace.  Many of these waivers have been higher than 400-ft, which gives 

hope that when the time comes for NCRCC to apply for a FRIA, we will be able to request 

an altitude in excess of 400-ft with good chance of success. 

o The AMA has been successful in helping to stop various state and local airspace 

regulations across the US that would have severely limited model aircraft activity. 

o The AMA has effectively represented modeler‘s interests in discussions with many 

government agencies in addition to the FAA. 

 There was no mention of a firm date for approval of the FAA Advisory Circular 91-57C, 

Exception for Limited Recreational Operations of Unmanned Aircraft.  This is a precursor for 

AMA applying for CBO status, and then NCRCC applying for a FRIA for our club field.  Some 

of the published dates for applying for CBO and FRIA, as well as implementation of RID may 

slip somewhat. 

 In the meantime, the District I guidance seems to be for ―AMA clubs to fly as they always 

have‖. 

 Some other clubs related that they have had discussions with the FAA regarding altitude limits, 

upcoming regulations, etc.  The recommendation of those clubs seemed to be to not contact 

the FAA at this time unless necessary – for example, for clubs flying in controlled airspace to 

obtain an altitude waiver (NCRCC is not flying in controlled airspace). 

 There was a general discussion of AMA club obligation to enforce FAA registration, 

TRUST test, and airspace regulations for club members and non-members flying at a 

club field.  While some clubs seem to be doing this, the consensus seemed to be that 

clubs have no obligation to enforce government regulations.  There was a follow-on 

discussion about increased liability exposure for clubs from those flying at a club field 

who did not have FAA registration or passed the TRUST test.  These discussions did 

not lead to a clear path forward, but the general guidance seems to be anyone flying at 

an AMA club field must be a current AMA member; and should have their FAA Small 

UAS Certificate of Registration and TRUST Completion Certificate cards with them; 

and have their registration number marked on the outside of all models weighing over 

250 grams.  It appears the current NCRCC position of making club members aware of 

FAA registration, TRUST, and airspace regulations is enough for now.   

 
 

FAA   Update,   February  2022,       John Watkins   
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 Instructions to Join our Virtual General Membership Meeting on:  

 
February 10, 2022 

Please plan to join the meeting at or about 6:45 PM since it will take a few 

minutes to connect.  Members attending the meeting will be placed on mute.  If 
you have a question or wish to make a comment during the meeting, follow the 
last section of the instructions below. If you join us using your computer or smart 
phone, please call from a well-lighted quiet room and use earphones/buds for 
better sound quality.  
 

To Use Your Computer to Log in to the Meeting with Video and Audio: 
 

1. Click on this link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89878067714?pwd=N0lLLzd0VlZaM3ZLZ2JSZ1ptbStIUT09    

       (If you have not previously used Zoom, you may be asked to download the program.)  
2. Click on the blue-colored “Join Meeting” button  
3. Enter the meeting ID, if requested: 898 7806 7714 
4. Enter the password, if requested: 746106 
5. Enter your first and last name as the display name so we can take attendance  
6. Do not click on the “audio” or “video” buttons; click on the “Join” button 

 
 

To Use Your Smart Phone to Log in to the Meeting with Video and Audio: 
 

1. Download the Zoom app to your smart phone by either searching for it in your App Store or 
by clicking on this link https://zoom.us/download and scrolling to “Zoom Mobile Apps” 

2. When you hear the prompt, enter the meeting ID: 898 7806 7714 
3. When prompted for the password, enter 746106  

 
 

To Use Your Telephone (cell or regular) to Call in to the Meeting with Audio Only: 
 

1. Dial (646) 876-9923 
2. When you hear the prompt, enter the meeting ID: 898 7806 7714, followed by “#” 
3. When prompted for the participant ID, enter “#”  
4. When prompted for the password, enter 746106, followed by “#”  

 
 

If You Have a Question or Want to Make a Comment During the Meeting: 
 

If you used your computer/smart phone to log in: 
1. Click on the “Participants” button at the bottom of the screen  
2. Click on the “Raise Your Hand” button on the bottom right  
3. You will eventually be un-muted; after you speak click on “Lower Your Hand”  
4. One more option:  You can click on the “Chat” button at the bottom of the screen and 

type in your question/comment  
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Liaison Officers Report  -  February 2022 :   

 
 
John Blossick 
 

NCRCC Liaison Officer 

Oh yeah...!   Ten inches of 

snow on the ground—winter is 

really here!   

No worries though.  The flight 

simulator is up and running to 

stay sharp and the winter 

projects are moving right along-

--except for a few minor snags.   

The most annoying glitch was 

finding an item needed to 

complete an upcoming 

masterpiece.  I had to canvas 

 
 

 
 

 
2022 NCRCC Club 
Merchandise 
 
Thank you John.   

the country to find a roll of 

cream-colored Monokote.  Top 

Flite products seem to be 

incredibly scarce these days, but 

luckily if found what I needed.   

During my search I was 

reminded of something master 

scale modeler and aircraft 

designer Dave Platt wrote in his 

―Laws of Scale Modeling‖.  For 

those who don't know who Dave 

is, Dave is an AMA Hall of Fame 

member (AMA# 975) and 

designed the‖Contender‖ in 

1969 and numerous 

warbirds for Top Flite. Many 

of his designs also appeared 

in RCM magazine and some 

were kitted by the model 

company Keil Kraft.   

At any rate, Dave's law #7 

says: ―Live by the principle of 

scarfology. Things disappear 

from the marketplace, so 

scarf them up while the 

scarfing is good.‖   

Exceedingly good advice 

these days considering the 

way products can sometimes 

disappear.  That's it for 

Feburary.  As of January 31, 

only 41 days until we move 

the clocks forward!   Later!   

 

There is a link to our 
NCRCC store on our splash 
page: 
 
https://ncrcc.org/ 
 
See ―NCRCC Swag‖ Coasters/  

and Lol 

 
 

You 
 

pick 

 

 
 

Tee Shirts ! 
 

And how could you not? 
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Art Usher 
 
NCRCC Field  
Supervisor 
 
As I write this it is snowing 

sideways but not really 

building up as advertised.  I 

read in the paper that two 

people have passed that 

have been somewhat 

involved in our club without 

actually being members.  

Mr. Jim McKnight and John 

Gale;  Andy Gale‘s brother.   

They should be recognized 

at our next zoom meeting.   

I don‘t have any reports on the 

field right now as I have not been 

there in about a month.   

I‘m putting together a list of things 

I would like to address next 

season with a field day, if you 

have any ideas let me know at the 

zoom meeting and I will add them 

to the list.   

That‘s it for now.  

Art 

Field Supervisors Report  –    

February 2022  

 

NCRCC – 2/10/2022 
General Membership 

Meeting   
Agenda 

 

 Call to order  

 January meeting 
minutes  

 President’s Report  

 Vice President’s Report  

 Secretary’s Report  

 Treasurer’s Report  

 Activities Director’s 
Report   

 Liaison Officer’s Report  

 Field Marshall/Safety 
Officer’s Report 

 New Members  

 Old Business  

 New Business  

 Announcements   

 Show & Tell 

 Adjournment  
 

 

 
 
Our 2022 “EC”: Lt to Rt  Art, Bob, Stan, Len, John, Peter,  our 

“VP” Mike is not in frame.   
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Activities Director’s Report  –   February  2022   

 
 
Peter Tani  

NCRCC 

Activities Director 

Hello all 

As I write, here in the 

northeast, we are experiencing 

blizzard conditions.  Thinking 

an actual ―nor‘easter‖ storm if I 

understand correctly.   

This has not dissuaded some 

hearty soles in our group.  I 

received an image during our 

most recent snow event from 

Bob B- showing Bill G- and Bill 

S- at our field flying all with skis 

and/or floats.  Great job all.  

When New England gives you 

―snow fall‖  - break out the 

snow planes !  Have taken 

some of my originally intended 

float-planes and flew them off 

the snow with fellow ncrcc 

member David A- and fun, fun, 

fun.   

Of course in-door flight is in full 

swing.  Many take advantage of 

this and keep up their flying 

skills through the winter 

months.  Also a good way to 

keep in touch with those that 

share passion for rc flight in 

its many forms.   

Thank you Len M-, Stan K-, 

and Art U- for being key 

players and in tandem 

running our 2022 

membership renewal 

program.  Thanks to all that 

renewed their 2022 ncrcc 

membership.  It is our 2022 

membership dues that drives 

our 2022 operating budget.  

That is to say: We base our 

actual 2022 operating 

budget directly on the results 

of our membership drive.  A 

summary of initial findings is 

available elsewhere in this 

publication.   

Both John W- and Stan K- 

attended a January 20, 2022 

AMA District I ―zoom‖ 

meeting were current AMA 

and FAA topics were 

discussed.  Thank you John 

for your most recent 2022 

ncrcc February newsletter 

contribution.  I can see your 

worthwhile column becoming 

a regular part of our club 

publication.  Thank you 

John.  Please all have a look 

at John‘s resulting write 

up.  His concise 

assessment and summary 

takes a very complex 

series of topics and in 

―bullet form‖ provides a 

breakdown of events that 

affect our hobby.  While 

both Stan and John, and 

remaining ncrcc 

leadership, activity keep 

―up to date‖ with these 

issues, it is my strong 

opinion for membership to 

follow along as best as 

they can.  If not following 

along first-hand I 

recommend having a look 

here.  An easy one.   

I understand that George 

H- is in the process of 

attaining his contest 

directorship license from 

AMA.  Thank you George.  

It is a pleasure to have you 

on board.  I look forward to 

working with you and fairly 

recent ncrcc member 

Sherri H- in future.  Both 

your histories with helping 

with 2021 events is 

superlative and would, with 

fellow officership, support 

your future undertakings 

and possible event 

leadership.   

Continued on page 11 of 12 
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I am tempted to list all 

potential 2022 events here.  

However, I think in January 

we still have time and will 

for the moment 

concentrate on those 2022 

events that presently 

possess AMA sanctions.  

Our AMA sanctioned 

―Dawn Patrol over Ellington 

Sector‖ is set for Sunday, 

7/10/22.  Our AMA 

sanctioned ―Warbird‘s over 

Ellington‖ is set for 

Saturday, 9/17/22.  Not 

sure how most keep track 

of these things but for me 

thankful that I have a 

January ―planner‖ and have 

marked these two events.  

Please all others do the 

same.  Tradition holds that 

in the first weekend of 

August we have an AMA 

sanctioned pylon event.  In 

2022 this falls on Saturday, 

August 6, 2022 and Sunday, 

August 7, 2022.  I have 

marked these two dates as 

well.   

A complete listing is 

available at :   

https://ncrcc.org/ncrcc-

event-calender/ 

Continued from page 11 of 12 

Please have a look to see if 

you might be able to fill in any 

of the existing ―blanks‖ now so 

very early in our 2022 flying-

season.  We have time and 

should be mindful to take 

advantage of choosing ―best‖ 

even if in choosing we are 

closer to the actual event date 

itself.   

 

Peter Tani 

NCRCC Activities Director  

 

 
Here is a link:     https://www.modelaircraft.org/events/dawn-patrol-over-ellington-sector 
 

 
Here is a link:     https://www.modelaircraft.org/events/war-birds-over-ellington 
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NCRCC NEWS 

This  Newsletter was edited by 
Peter Tani 

P.O. Box 1544 
Vernon, CT  06066 

 
 
 

E-MAIL: 
peter@peterdavidtani.com 

 
 
 
 

Copying and Distribution  
of the Newsletter is done by 

 
Joel Lang 

 
 
 

Thank You Joel ! 

We‘re on the Web! 

See us at: 
 

www.ncrcc.org 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Winter flying at NCRCC in a whiteout.  You go !   
 


