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Prez Says  

Well, 2020 is finally 

behind us, a year we 

won't soon forget but 

want to . . . 

Along with all the 

'normal' hopes 

people have when 

the New Year comes 

we can look forward 

to a light at the end of 

the long, dark tunnel 

called COVID.  I 

believe we still have 

a long way to go, but 

signs are promising.  

I will get my vaccine 

as soon as I'm able.   

With that said and God 

willing, we at NCRCC 

can look forward to 

some return to normalcy.   

As more people get 

vaccinated, we can hope 

that many restrictions on 

us will begin to relax, 

allowing larger 

gatherings and such.   

We are going to have to 

watch very carefully how 

the Pandemic waxes, 

wanes and surges to 

see when it is safe to 

resume some degree of 

'normalcy'.   

However, I still feel we 

have a long way to go to 

return to 'normal', and 

that 'normal' will not be 

what it was two years 

ago for a long time.   

We're going to start 

looking at what 

events we should 

sanction this year, 

obviously we expect 

those later in the 

year have a better 

chance than those 

three months from 

now.   

Thank you all for 

your support last 

year, and I look 

forward to a 

successful 2021. 

 

bob 

 

 
 

 
 
Bob Laflamme 

NCRCC President 

http://www.ncrcc.org/
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NCRCC General Membership  

Meeting Minutes – 12/10/2020   

 
 
Stan Kulesa 

NCRCC Secretary  

Continued on page 3 of 8 

The meeting was called to order at 

7:20 PM by President Bob 
LaFlamme.  The meeting was held 
via Zoom technology and attended 
by 31 members and no guests.   
 
President’s Report: 
Bob LaFlamme welcomed the 
meeting attendees.    
 
Bob asked for a motion to approve 
the November general membership 
meeting minutes which appeared 
in the newsletter.  A motion was 
made, seconded, and passed.   
 
Bob introduced John Blossick as 
the new Public Liaison Officer 
effective January.  He then asked 
John to say a few words to the 
membership.  John told the 
members that he‟s looking forward 
to serving the club in his new role.   
 
Bob reviewed with the membership 
a cost/service comparison of Zoom 
vs. alternative technology.  While a 
number of providers offer low or no 
cost service they also have 
corresponding limitations on such 
attributes as the available meeting 
duration and limits on the number 

of participants; these (and other) 
attributes are not fully congruent 
with NCRCC‟s needs.   
 
Bob reported that he has 
prepared letters to area airport 
managers to keep them abreast 
of our flying field location and 
club activities/attributes in 
compliance with FAA and AMA 
recommendations.   
 
Bob also noted that he is also 
preparing correspondence to 
obtain overflight consent from 
neighboring properties around 
our flying field to, again, be in 
compliance with FAA and AMA 
recommendations.   
 
Vice President’s Report: 

Mike Maznicki spoke about how 
this month‟s meeting is usually 
reserved for celebrating with each 
other and the in-person gathering 
is missed.  The social networking 
value is important to our club‟s 
character.  Nonetheless, Mike 
noted that it‟s still good for us to 
virtually get together.   
 
Mike reported that the „Contact 
Us‟ feature of the new website 
has been an effective means for 
prospective members to solicit 
interest in joining NCRCC.  He 
noted the importance to our 
club‟s overall financial health of 
having a steady flow of new 
members.   
 
Secretary’s Report: 
Stan Kulesa reported that 
NCRCC currently has 199 
members.  There were no guests 
tonight.  Stan reported that in 

November we had 1,161 views 
(and 403 visitors) to the 
website; the spike in visitors 
was probably due to 
membership renewal activity.   
 
Stan thanked Mark Paradise for 
his awesome volunteer work as 
our Public Liaison Officer and 
welcomed John Blossick into 
that role.   
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Len Marchese reviewed a 
spreadsheet of the November 
financial report detailing club 
expenses/income with the 
membership.  NCRCC remains 
in solid financial shape.     
 
Len gave an update on the 
2021 membership drive.  Thus 
far, slightly over half of the 
members have renewed their 
membership for 2021.  Len 
noted that ~10% of the 
renewals have used the new 
credit card payment feature.  
The final reminder using both, a 
hard-copy mailer and 
concurrent email blast, will be 
sent in mid-December to those 
current members who have not 
yet renewed.  Len pleaded with 
those members who have not 
yet renewed to do so as soon 
as possible because he needs 
to know the membership count 
in order to project the 2021 
operating budget.  The deadline 
for renewing membership is 
1/15/2021.   
 
During the October meeting, 
Len noted that due to COVID-
19 it is highly likely that our club 
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meetings for the foreseeable future will 
need to be virtual.   He spoke to the 
membership about his plans to purchase 
a Zoom technology license as it best 
meets our needs.  Len also described a 
new accounting category in our budget 
that will encapsulate the club‟s assorted 
technology-related expenses.  He also 
noted that by virtue of eliminating an 
expense associated with the old website 
that the purchase of the Zoom license 
will have a minimal impact on the club‟s 
operating budget.  There were no 
objections.   
 
Len described how with the assistance of 
two elves (AKA two of Len‟s 
grandchildren) the club will be raffling 
assorted $25 gift cards throughout the 
meeting along with a grand prize to 
celebrate the season.  Wayne G- was 
the first winner of the night!   
 
Activities Director Report: 

Peter Tani gave a report on the monthly 
club newsletter.  He was excited to 
report that a perennial email distribution 
problem he‟s had with members‟ using 
Cox.net might have recently gotten fixed 
by the provider.  Peter will continue to 
monitor this.   
 
Peter welcomed John Blossick as our 
new Public Liaison Officer.   
 
Peter spoke about planning for 
activities/events in 2021.  Because of 
COVID-19 these plans will be subject to 
change and must be fully compliant with 
governmental restrictions.   
 
Public Liaison Officer Report: 

Mark Paradise noted that John Blossick 
will be taking over for him as the new 
Liaison Officer and told the membership 
about the steps he is taking to train John.     
 
Mark reported that he‟s given the club 
merchandise he has previously stored as 
the Liaison Officer to Len Marchese.   
 
Mark reminded the membership that the 
club maintains a Facebook page and 
that there are ~40 visits to the site each 
day.  Mark invited the membership to 

visit the site, ask to join, and he will 
accept those requests of NCRCC 
members.   
 
Field Marshall/Safety Officer 
Report: 

Art Usher reported that the field is in 
great condition. He has put the 
maintenance equipment into storage 
until the spring.   
 
Ola N- asked how Green Rd. will be 
maintained over the winter months.  
Art noted that Green Rd. is not 
plowed and that four-wheeled 
vehicles are highly recommended 
once snowy/icy weather begins.   
 
New Members: 
Mike Maznicki stated that there were 
no prospective new members in 
attendance but that the one individual 
who could present himself for a 
membership vote tonight was unable 
to connect to the virtual meeting 
despite multiple tries.   
 
Old Business:  

John W- gave the membership more 
information concerning FAA-related 
issues our club will be facing.  In 
particular, John talked about the 
knowledge test, issues associated 
with the remote ID rule, and 
additional information concerning the 
controlled air space area in the 
vicinity of Bradley International and 
how our hobby can be impacted.  
John will be publishing an article in 
our newsletter and all members are 
strongly encouraged to read it.  
Following John‟s presentation, there 
were a lot of member questions.   
 
Stan Kulesa thanked the by-laws ad 
hoc committee (Joel L-, Gersh T-, 
Dennis T-, Mike D-, Buddy B-, Mark 
Paradise, and Stan) for their 
dedicated and hard work reviewing 
and updating the NCRCC By-Laws.  
The committee has now finalized a 
proposal and this draft has been 
presented to the Executive 
Committee for their review.  The 
Executive Committee will have a 

special meeting in January to review 
the ad hoc committee‟s proposal.     
 
Buddy B- followed-up on a topic he 
had raised last meeting concerning 
the possibility of capping the 
membership at 200 members.  He 
speculated that although it‟s not 
likely NCRCC would reach that cap, 
he felt it would be a good proactive 
step in the event that another area 
club lost its flying field.  Buddy noted 
that there are no current problems 
with our members getting sufficient 
flying time; he has not witnessed 
instances where all five pilot 
stations are being used concurrently 
for regular flying.  Lots of 
membership discussion ensued 
ranging from support for the idea to 
opposition.  Concerns with the 
timing/need for such a proposal 
since we are not currently 
experiencing problems with 
members‟ flying time, how a 
membership cap might impact how 
NCRCC members could be treated 
at other clubs if we lost our field, 
how this could be viewed as selfish 
and/or bad for the hobby, etc.  Other 
comments included how a possible 
membership cap should not be 
applied to youth members, how 
there may be steps/rules that can 
be taken to ensure adequate flying 
time for all members, etc.  Bob 
LaFlamme thanked the members for 
a robust discussion on the topic and 
noted that more thought and 
discussion is appropriate because 
this step would be a big one.   
 
New Business: 
Dennis T- announced that the 
sanction for the Warbirds over 
Ellington event has been submitted 
for 6/12/21 with a rain date of 
6/13/21.  He explained that there 
would not be a charity raffle due to 
COVID-19 and that other amenities 
typically part of this event may also 
be at risk.  Dennis talked about how 
his computer recently crashed and 
how this caused a loss of his 
electronically stored mailing list.  He 
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Instructions to Join the Virtual Meeting on 01/14/2021 

Please plan to join the meeting at or about 6:55 PM since it will take a few minutes to connect.  Members attending the 

meeting will be placed on mute.  If you have a question or wish to make a comment during the meeting, follow the last 
section of the instructions below.  If you join us using your computer or smart phone, please call from a well-lighted quiet 

room and use earphones/buds for better sound quality.   

requested assistance from the 
membership to identify pilots‟ email 
addresses to restore it.  Dennis 
spoke with Hog Heaven Hobbies 
about a donation of a military plane 
kit as a potential raffle prize.  
Dennis announced that he will 
cease being the Contest Director 
for Warbirds after the 2021 event.   
 
Dennis stated that he does not 
agree with the practice of using the 
initial of a member‟s last name in 
the newsletter or in the meeting 
minutes.  He noted that he and 
others are uncertain as to who is 
being referenced.  Stan Kulesa 
responded and said that this topic 
was recently discussed at the 
Executive Committee and, due to 
the assorted privacy-related issues, 
the preference was to sustain the 
practice.   
 
Dennis asked about using a 
meeting space being developed by 
the Enfield Fire Department in lieu 
of the Knights of Columbus meeting 
hall.  No decision was finalized on 
this topic since the club will be 
using virtual meetings for the 
foreseeable future.   
 
Joel L- asked if the club has 
insurance coverage for property 
damage for club equipment.  Bob 
LaFlamme responded by saying we 
do not currently have such 
coverage but that he would, again, 
make an inquiry into availability and 
cost.  The last inquiry was cost 
prohibitive.   
 
Bob B- asked about the status of 

the memorial stone for 
deceased member Paul S-.  
The Executive Committee will 
follow-up to get a status on it.  
Unfortunately, due to COVID-
19, the production timing of 
memorial stones has been 
impacted.   
 
Buddy B- asked about a piece 
of property on Green Rd. that is 
currently up for sale and, more 
specifically, he was questioning 
the zoning status.  Bob 
LaFlamme responded that 
following his conversations with 
officials from the Town of 
Ellington it is not rated for 
residential use.   
 
Irv Thurrott posted a photo of 
Don S- holding a sport model 
and asked the members 
present if anyone knows the 
whereabouts of this model.  
Don had given it to a member 
for repair work and is trying to 
track it down as he has found 
color-matching fabric and wants 
to hand it over.   
 
Announcements: 

Ola N- announced that a giant 
of aviation history (Chuck 
Yeager) passed away this 
week.   
 
Bob B- announced that there 
are assorted models and 
aeromodelling items from the 
Paul S- estate that are available 
for sale and interested people 
should reach out to Bob.   

 

Mark N- delivered the club‟s first 
virtual show & tell and presented his 
new scratch-built Spitfire.  [See photo 
below. ] 
 
Throughout the evening, Len and his 
two elves awarded gift cards to: Peter 
Tani, Wayne G-, Ray F-, Mark N-, 
Ray P-, John B-, Gershon T-, Art 
Usher, Buddy B-, Joel L-, Dennis T-,  
John W-, Ola N-, Leo N-, Robert D-, 
and Norm S-.  Len announced that 
the winner of the grand prize was Joel 
L-. 
 
Bob offered special thanks to Len 
Marchese and his grandchildren for 
putting together and administering the 
raffle tonight and wished all members 
and their families Happy Holidays.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 
PM.   
 
These minutes are respectfully 
submitted by Stan Kulesa, Secretary.   
 

Instructions to Join the Virtual Meeting 
 

Are Continued on page 5 of 8 
 

 

 
First virtual Show & Tell by Mark N. 

A Scratch Built Spitfire.  Great job! 
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Activities Director’s Report  –   January,  2021   
 

 
 
 
Peter Tani  

Activities Director 

 

Instructions to Join the 
Virtual Meeting 

Continued from page 4 of 8 

To Use Your Computer to Log in to the Meeting with Video and Audio: 
 

1. Click on this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88430699630?pwd=L051SEJUQmYzdW5FVFBLelp5MHZRdz09    
(If you have not previously used Zoom, you may be asked to download it)  

2. Click on the blue-colored “Join Meeting” button  
3. Enter the meeting ID, if requested: 884 3069 9630 
4. Enter the password, if requested: 29900 
5. Enter your first and last name as the display name so we can take attendance  
6. Do not click on the “audio” or “video” buttons; click on the “Join” button 

 

To Use Your Smart Phone to Log in to the Meeting with Video and Audio: 
 

1. Download the Zoom app to your smart phone by either searching for it in your App Store or by clicking on this link 
https://zoom.us/download and scrolling to “Zoom Mobile Apps” 

2. When you hear the prompt, enter the meeting ID: 884 3069 9630, followed by “#”  
3. When prompted for the participant ID, enter “#”  
4. When prompted for the password, enter 29900, followed by “#”  

 

To Use Your Telephone (cell or regular) to Call in to the Meeting with Audio Only: 
 

1. Dial (929) 436-2866 
2. When you hear the prompt, enter the meeting ID: 884 3069 9630, followed by “#” 
3. When prompted for the participant ID, enter “#”  
4. When prompted for the password, enter 29900, followed by “#”  

 

If You Have a Question or Want to Make a Comment During the Meeting: 
 

If you used your computer/smart phone to log in: 
1. Click on the “Participants” button at the bottom of the screen  
2. Click on the “Raise Your Hand” button on the bottom right  
3. You will eventually be un-muted; after you speak click on “Lower Your Hand”  
4. One more option:  You can click on the “Chat” button at the bottom of the screen and type in your 

question/comment  

 
If you experience problems please notify Stan Kulesa at (914) 882-7997 or stanley_kulesa@yahoo.com 
 The above space between the letters “y” and “k” is an underscore  this:  “_”  

 

Hello all 

Believe with most in NCRCC 

membership I am thankful for the 

closing of our collective year 

in 2020.  I truly hope for a 

better outcome all around, 

now writing in the very first 

couple of days for 2021.   

In these rare and uncertain 

times please welcome 

myself and John Blossick 

our two most recent NCRCC 

officers, myself as current 

activities director, and John 

B- as public liaison officer.  

Thank you John for your efforts 

and volunteerism well before we 

both might be formally instated 

during our general NCRCC 

membership meeting, on 

Thursday, January 14, 2021.   

In our most recent January 2021 

issue of Model Aviation and 

independent of an entire year 

devoid of even a single / scant 

NCRCC event there appears an 

Continued  on page 6 of 8 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88430699630?pwd=L051SEJUQmYzdW5FVFBLelp5MHZRdz09
about:blank
mailto:stanley_kulesa@yahoo.com
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Art Usher 
 
NCRCC Field Supervisor 
 

January 2021  Field  

Supervisors Report:   

I have been to the field twice 

since Christmas; the road so 

far is passable even for 

regular cars.  

The field remains in good 

shape so far. I did discover a 

shiny object in the trees at the 

south end of the runway; it 

might be a wing or a complete 

plane.  I did not go over there 

to investigate.  I noticed it 

while standing on the road at 

the north end of the field.  On 

Continued from page 5 of 8 

article and by a pylon racer:  “Tim 

Lampe”; where he described the 

rudiments of “three pole” RC pylon 

racing.  Wow.  Might be worth a read, 

especially, if you have never seen, nor 

have once volunteered to get a better 

understanding of an activity and 

passion that unfortunately one day 

might find itself as part of history.   

On page 82 of Model Aviation our 

national AMA magazine, I spy my 

former race mentor, past NMPRA 

president, past NEPRO president, 

racing great, current NCRCC member, 

my sometimes “national” AMA 424 

racing partner, and dare I say one of 

three soon to be currently re-elected to 

our 2021 NCRCC board of director‟s 

membership:  Lloyd Burnham (He is 

pictured in the upper right hand corner).   

With our national group in tow, 

local racing has suffered from 

reduced participation.  As before, 

several local and leading national 

racers from within our local group 

have correctly noted that:  1) 

racing,  2) calling and then 3) 

cleaning/ refueling your race-craft 

then repeating all right at our flight 

line for lack of time/ participants 

has not been fun and for several 

years running.  Alas.   

Still there exists passion.  A few in 

our group are still willing to 

champion a 2021 race-schedule at 

NCRCC;  NEPRO‟s  (North East 

Pylon Racing Organization, our local 

three-pole R/C racing group)   very 

last “race hosting club” here in the 

northeast. All present venues from 

Maine to Virginia.   

These efforts are intended to take 

place during NCRCC‟s long 

standing and traditional first 

weekend in August 2021, namely 

August 7
th
 and August 8

th
.  

National racing‟s Tim Lampe 

speaks to this passion and I think 

that Tim describes this larger 

passion of our group best in his own 

words.   

Of course barring future 2021 

concerns NCRCC will also host a 

Saturday, June 12 “Warbird‟s over 

Ellington” and a Saturday, 

September 11, 2021 “Dawn Patrol 

(over Green Sector)”.  Thank you 

both contest director Dennis 

Thibodeau and contest director Joel 

Lang, respectively, and in advance.   

Please all reserve these precious 

dates.   

In addition:  I would also venture a 

guess that given the proper 

conditions that another four or five 

“traditional” NCRCC events may also 

take place.  And hoping against hope 

and wishing I could speak from 

certainty.  That is to say: events for 

2021 are contingent upon COVID 

conditions being "under control".   

“See” you all soon.   

Peter Tani 

NCRCC Activities Director 

a sunny day you cannot miss 

it. It reflects like a mirror.   

Also while standing there I 

noticed that the quads have 

been entering our field from 

the road over the berm. They 

have not done any damage as 

yet but this entrance needs to 

be blocked somehow in the 

spring. I look forward to 

seeing you on our next zoom 

meeting.   

Art 
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From the Treasurer:   

 
 
Len Marchese 
 

NCRCC Treasurer 

 

HAPPY NEW 

YEAR!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   

It is finally 2021 and 

goodbye to 2020.  The year 

2020 pulled all the punches 

that it could, plus many 

more.  It created havoc 

worldwide and even within 

our own NCRCC R/C club.  

We as a club have been met 

with confrontation, 

confusion, and some 

compassion.  The important 

issue is that we are all 

healthy, safe and hopefully a 

little wiser in 2021.   Keep in 

mind we work much better 

as a team and resolve many, 

many issues together, rather 

as an individual.   Hopefully, 

2021 will have some light at 

the end of the tunnel.   

With 2020 behind us, that 
also means year-end 

reporting to the club.  We will 

present our normal reporting 

along with the proposed 

2021 operating budget.  We 

have encountered vendor 

increases and they are reflected in 

the 2021 budget.   

As for the 2021 NCRCC 

Membership renewal campaign, 

we are nearing our targeted 

budget for 2021.  Remember, all 

membership renewals are 

accounted for in the 2021 NCRCC 

operating budget.  A few items are: 

property taxes, field maintenance, 

equipment maintenance, fuel, AMA 

Charter renewal, sanitation units, 

and any other amenities that are 

needed to keep the field in superb 

shape and safe.   

Get that renewal in:  You still 

have time to make that 2021 

membership renewal without the 

initiation penalty fee after the 

campaign renewal deadline.  The 

official deadline is Friday January 

15, 2021.  All renewals must be 
postmarked by January 15th.  If 

paying using the NCRCC website 

PayPal (yes PayPal) the last date 

will be midnight January 15th.  Get 

your renewal in, so you can 

continue flying at our beautiful 

and well-maintained flying field.   

See you at the January Zoom 

meeting, 

Len Marchese NCRCC Treasurer 

 

NCRCC – 1/14/2021 General Membership Meeting   

Agenda 
 Call to order  

 Solicit motion to approve December meeting minutes as reported in the newsletter  

 Solicit motion for vote on slate for:  
o Executive Committee (LaFlamme, Maznicki, Kulesa, Marchese, Tani, 

Usher) 
o Board of Directors (Thurrott, Burnham, Arzt) 
o Reminder that John Blossick was appointed to fill the Liaison Officer 

vacancy for the remainder of the term 

 President‟s Report  
o Summarize pros/cons discussion of membership cap from prior mtg   
o Ask for a non-binding show of hands on the membership cap issue  
o The Executive Committee will continue to evaluate this topic  

 Vice President‟s Report  

 Secretary‟s Report  
o Membership status; attendance count of members and guests  
o Report on website activity  
o AMA charter renewal status 
o Report on potential property insurance for field equipment  
o Solicit membership feedback on how to use the email blast capability 

 Treasurer‟s Report  
o Report on 2021 membership drive  
o Announce that the PayPal function will be disabled after 1/15/21 
o December financial report  
o Approval of 2021 operating budget  
o Purchase of video teleconferencing license   

 Activities Director‟s Report  
o Newsletter update 
o Planning for 2021 events/activities with COVID sensitivity 

 

[Click here for a link to our website:  
https://ncrcc.org/membership-info/ 
for more information.  It is easy.]  

https://ncrcc.org/membership-info/
https://ncrcc.org/membership-info/
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NCRCC NEWS 

This  Newsletter was edited by 
Peter Tani 

P.O. Box 1544 
Vernon, CT  06066 

 
 
 

E-MAIL: 
peter@peterdavidtani.com 

 
 
 
 

Copying and Distribution  
of the Newsletter is done by 

 
Joel Lang 

 
 
 

Thank You Joel ! 

We‟re on the Web! 

See us at: 
 

www.ncrcc.org 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Buffvet@cox.net 
 

mailto:peter@peterdavidtani.com
mailto:peter@peterdavidtani.com
http://www.ncrcc.org/
mailto:Buffvet@cox.net

